
 

 

 
                               

 
 

General Wayne A. Downing Scholarship Program 
 

Executive Summary 
This document explains the FY 2011 Wayne A. Downing Scholarship Program application 
process to qualified Army Officers and outlines its purpose, requirements and vision.  Wayne A. 
Downing scholars attend a fully funded world class graduate school and immediately return to 
the operating force as the scholarship does not require a utilization tour.  Scholars will therefore 
remain competitive for promotion and command opportunities within their individual career 
fields. 
 
Background 
The General Wayne A. Downing Scholarship Program aims to develop the strategic thinking of 
tomorrow’s operational leaders by providing select Army Officers from all commissioning 
sources the opportunity to study terrorism and counterterrorism at top tier graduate schools.  The 
program simultaneously offers immersion experiences that expose Downing scholars to the U.S. 
counterterrorism interagency community, foreign counterterrorism forces, different cultures and 
ways of understanding the threats facing the United States today.   Scholars are selected based on 
their exceptional military record, commitment to service and potential for future command.  The 
program is in its second year and seeks to extend General Downing's legacy by recognizing the 
importance of educating leaders to not only understand the present threat but to be prepared for 
future operating environments.   
 
Selection Process 
2 August 2010 is the final date for applications to be submitted to U.S. Army Human Resources 
Command (HRC) Downing Scholarship selection board, to be forwarded to the Association of 
West Point Graduates for final selection, which will be made by the end of October 2010. 
 
Requirements 
Candidates must be a regular Army Captain or Major, with between three and eleven years 
Active Federal Commissioned Service and be designated to one of the following career fields: 
11, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 30, 37, 38, or 74.   
 
The first Downing Scholars exemplified General Downing’s legacy averaging 30 months of 
company command and nearly three years of combat experience throughout their careers.  
Current scholars are attending Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, Syracuse and St. Andrews 
University in Scotland and participated in training conducted by the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, King’s College in London, the International Institute of Counterterrorism in Herzilya, 
Israel and Al Kuds University in Palestine exposing them to top policy makers in addition to 
volunteer opportunities in Asia and Africa. 
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